
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

The expanding economies of European states stimulated increased trade with markets in 

Asia.  

With the loss of Constantinople in 1453, European nations fronting the Atlantic sought new 

maritime routes for trade. 

 

____________________________ 

Europeans traded for years with Asia and the Middle East across the 

_______________________ 

They demanded more and more gold, spices, and other natural resources to support 

their new lives and businesses 

 

____________________________ 

Many, including the Catholic Church, wanted to spread _______________________. 

They felt their religion was the most important and it was their duty to “save” many 

without it 

 

____________________________ 

Many countries were making a lot of _______________________with trade  

_______________________made money from the taxes on that trade 

Economic competition forced many countries to find _________________________ 

of goods and  resources 

____________________________ 

New innovations in _______________________allowed sailors to go further, safer, 

quicker, and more accurately 

It quickly became possible to trade more by sea 

 

Main Topics: 

Essential Understandings 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

____________________________ 

The _______________________took over __________________________in 1453 

Many European countries were forced to find other routes to Asia 

 

The _______________________were the first to travel further… 

Prince _______________________ “The _______________________” 

He ran a school of Portuguese navigators 

Together they learned new sailing techniques and mapped the western coast of 

_______________________! 

In 1487 Bartolomeu _______________________made the furthest trip to that point 

He reached the southern tip of _______________________, now called the Cape of 

Good Hope 

Ten years later, Vasco _______________________, another Portuguese set sail 

He traveled past the Cape of Good Hope and made it to ______________________! 

A water route to Asia was now found! 

 

_______________________ 

Columbus is _______________________ 

He goes to _______________________and King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella decide to 

bankroll him… 

He gets his money and three ships 

Backed by Spain, Christopher Columbus tried to reach the _______________________, in 

Southeast Asia, by sailing west across the _______________________.  

Columbus believed that the land that he reached was the Indies Islands.   

He actually had found a route to continents previously unknown to Europeans. These lands 

later became known as the _____________________________.  

 

 

 

 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Columbus encountered native people on the islands 

He believed they were Indians from the Indies Islands in Asia.  

He mistakenly named them “_______________________” 

He set up a settlement on _______________________ (now The Dominican Republic and 

Haiti) 

His treatment of the Native Americans was _______________________ 

He and his men _______________________whoever they could, many who fought back 

were killed, and many females were raped. 

Columbus tricks the natives with an eclipse 

Columbus never knew he didn’t reach Asia 

Columbus had found entirely new lands 

This opened up a whole “_______________________” which is what people called it 

 

_______________________Vespucci 

He was an explorer AND _______________________ 

He visited Hispaniola 

He also explored and mapped the eastern coast of the southern continent 

Amerigo signed his maps of the New World as Americus Vespucius  

Later, many would us this name as the names for the new continents… North and South 

_______________________! 

 

Why would Kings and Queens give money to these explorers? 

 

 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Almost 30 years after Columbus’ discovery of the New World, another man still thought he 

could find a sea route to Asia by traveling west 

Ferdinand _______________________sailed from Spain in 1519 with 5 ships and 234 men. 

His trip took him westward to _______________________America and through the rough 

seas of what would eventually be called the _______________________of Magellan 

The seas were rough, but he made it through… 

Magellan was _     ____________________! 

Only 18 men survived the three year voyage!  

…and Magellan gets all the credit for the first trip around the world! 

 

Many countries are going to invade The New World in search of riches and natural 

resources! 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

 

 

The _______________________in the New World 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Hernando _______________________ 

Spanish conquistador who landed in _______________________in 1519. 

The _______________________were Native Americans living in Mexico 

Cortes defeated the Aztecs 

The Spaniards had superior technology, such as _______________________and cannons. 

The Spaniards also had _______________________, which the Aztecs had never seen 

_______________________killed hundreds of Aztecs. 

 

Francisco _______________________ 

Spanish conquistador that attacked the _______________________Empire in 1532. 

The Incans were a Native American group living in western _______________________ 

 

Ponce _______________________ 

Spanish Conquistador! 

First to explore _______________________… he named it! 

Legend had it that he was looking for the Fountain of Youth 

 

_______________________ 

was the first European to see the Pacific Ocean by crossing the Isthmus of Panama! 

He named it Mar del Sur (South Sea) 

 

Hernando _______________________ 

Explored what is now the Southern _______________________________ 

First European to cross the _______________________ River 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Francisco _______________________ 

Searched for Cibola: the Seven Cities of Gold 

 

_______________________, Florida (1565) 

The first permanent settlement in North America! 

Settled by the Spanish, on Spanish land! 

 

John _______________________- Sailed for _______________________in 1497 

He was the first person to find North America!  

(the second European to the Americas after Columbus)  

He explored the coast of Canada 

 

Henry _______________________ 

Sailed for the _______________________ 

Sailed for the _______________________ 

While sailing for the Dutch, he searched for the “_______________________________” 

 

Sir Walter _______________________ 

Claims _______________________and North Carolina for England 

John _______________________ 

Helps begin the _______________________settlement 

First permanent English settlement in the New World 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
4a The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia by 

explaining the roles and economic motivations of explorers and conquistadors.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Why were Europeans interested in discovering new lands and markets? 

Who were some important explorers? 

 

One motive for exploration was to spread the _______________________religion. 

 

Migration of colonists to new lands 

Europeans were mostly Christian (Catholic and Protestant) 

When they move to other areas of the world they are taking their religion with them 

They introduce it to the _______________________peoples there 

They also take their culture and language to the new lands 

Native Americans are being _______________________to Christianity 

 

How did the expansion of European empires into the Americas, Africa, and Asia affect 

religion in those areas? 

 

Europeans migrated to new colonies in the Americas, creating new cultural and social 

patterns. 

Europeans established trading posts and colonies in Africa and Asia. 

 

Many European nations _______________________territory in the Americas…  

Many people _______________________to the New World 

Many colonies imitated the _______________________and social patterns of their parent 

countries 

Main Topics: 

Essential Questions 

 

Essential Understandings 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 

Essential Understandings 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4b The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by b) describing the influence of religion. 
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Latin America (Caribbean and South America) had a rigid _____________________________ 

and _______________________ rule (strong leader ruling harshly) 

Following their conquests, Spanish organized themselves into “encomiendas” 

 

Native _______________________were used as slaves 

When many of them died from diseases, Africans were _______________________imported 

This was called the “______________________________________________”  

It ended in a very rigid class system based on where you were born and who your parents 

were 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4c The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by c) explaining migration, settlement patterns, cultural diffusion, and social classes in the colonized areas. 
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

 

 

 

After the defeat of the Aztec and Inca, Spain and Portugal both begin claiming land in 

______________________________________________ 

In some cases, they both claim the same land as their own! 

______________________________________________– 

Spain and Portugal agree to divide the land at the 46°W 

Spain got all the land to the _______________________ 

Portugal got all the land to the _______________________ 

Spain also claims land in most of the Caribbean, Central America, and the Southwestern 

portion of North America 

They also control _______________________ 

_______________________had more land in the New World than any other European 

country! 

_______________________claims most of the East Coast of North America and some land in 

Canada 

_______________________claimed much of Canada and a large portion of land surrounding 

the Mississippi River 

The Netherlands (the _______________________) own New York and a small piece of South 

America 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4c The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by c) explaining migration, settlement patterns, cultural diffusion, and social classes in the colonized areas. 
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SUBJECT:  

 

DATE:  

 Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
 

SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Europeans established many ______________________________________________ along 

the coast of Africa 

Most of Africa is taken as _______________________by _______________________ 

Only Ethiopia remained independent! 

 

Europe then begins to take most of the available _______________________ 

This includes ____________ and _________________________! 

Many Africans are captured and sold into _______________________ 

 

Small groups of merchants begin to colonize parts of Asia (_______________________, the 

_______________________, _______________________) 

They are establishing trade outposts 

Soon, large trading companies from European nations began to take over 

This greatly _______________________Asia  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

What were the effects of European migration and settlement on the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia? 

 

Main Topics: 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4c The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by c) explaining migration, settlement patterns, cultural diffusion, and social classes in the colonized areas. 
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

The discovery of the Americas by Europeans resulted in an exchange of products and 

resources between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 

Trade between the Americas and the Old World became known as the Columbian Exchange, 

named after Christopher Columbus 

 

_______________________items are being introduced on BOTH sides of the Atlantic Ocean 

Columbian Exchange - A system of trade begun by _______________________ 

 

Western Hemisphere agricultural products, such as _____________________, 

_______________________, and _______________________, changed European lifestyles.  

They had never seen these products before! 

European _______________________and cattle changed the lifestyles of American Indians. 

European _______________________, such as smallpox, killed many American Indians. 

The natives had no immunity! 

 

_______________________– 

9 out of 10 (90%) of Native Americans died in the first several years when Europeans 

explored the Americas 

This was because of disease 

Lord Jeffrey _______________________ 

1763 – set out to wipe out a group of Native Americans in Ohio 

He had his troops deliver blankets infected with _______________________to the tribes! 

 

Main Topics: 

Essential Understandings 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4d The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by d) describing the Columbian Exchange, including its impact on native populations. 
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

Because of disease, Native Americans were not suitable as a labor force. 

Throughout the Americas many European settlers created the “Plantation System” 

 

 

The Plantation System required large amounts of labor 

It couldn’t be the Native Americans 

The settlers chose _______________________as their new labor force! 

 

Shortage of labor to grow cash crops led to the use of African slaves. 

Slavery was based on _______________________. 

 

European plantation system in the Caribbean and the Americas 

_______________________indigenous economics and damaged the environment. 

Native Americans were _______________________off and large portions of land were 

_______________________ 

 

What was the impact of the Columbian Exchange between European and indigenous 

cultures? 

 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4d The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, and 

Asia by d) describing the Columbian Exchange, including its impact on native populations. 
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

DATE:  

 

The European nations established a trade pattern known as the triangular trade and 

exported precious metals from the Americas. 

 

The Triangular Trade linked Europe, Africa, and the Americas.  

 

This was an _______________________way to trade 

No route was left empty 

 

 

Main Topics: 

Essential Understandings 

 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4e, f The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, 

and Asia by e) mapping and explaining the triangular trade; f) describing the impact of precious metal exports from the Americas.  
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SUBJECT: Age of Exploration 

 

 

DATE:  

 

The center portion of this trade was called the “Middle Passage.” 

 

 

Gold and silver is _______________________to Europe and Asia 

A huge _______________________impact on indigenous empires of the Americas 

A huge _______________________impact on Spain and international trade 

 

What was the triangular trade? 

What was the impact of precious metal exports from the Americas? 

 

Main Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 

 

Essential Questions 

 

SOLS:   
STANDARD WHII.4e, f The student will demonstrate knowledge of the impact of the European Age of Discovery and expansion into the Americas, Africa, 

and Asia by e) mapping and explaining the triangular trade; f) describing the impact of precious metal exports from the Americas.  
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